The diagnosis of problems after meniscectomy.
The causes of persistent symptoms after meniscectomy have been assessed clinically, radiologically and arthroscopically in 174 knees. The commonest finding was early degenerative arthritis (chondromalacia) of the femoral condyle (40 per cent). Retained fragments of meniscus were less common than expected (13 per cent), and lesions of the other meniscus were rare (5 per cent). The clinical diagnosis was altered in 42 percent by arthroscopic examination. Arthroscopy was found to be a valuable technique in this group of patients with problems of diagnosis.